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I must tell my news viva voce.

Your very affectionate father, with tenderest love to
all,

J. F. C.

FROM S. F. B. MORSE

Po'keepsie, Nov. 2oth, 1849
My dear Sir,

Yours of the 17th I have just received. I perceive you
are under the widespread erroneous opinion that I am
"very rich." There is a fallacy in this. If the property
invested in Telegraphs were all mine, or even the Patent-
ees' part, I might be considered rich. My interest pecu-
niarily in the Telegraph is about one quarter of the
Patent profits, only. The little property in it that remains
to me is in Stock, mostly as yet unproductive. Out of
18,000 miles of telegraph conductors constructed on my
system, I receive dividends only from 7^5 miles! To this
insignificant portion I look for the support of my family,
and the payment of my portion of the expenses of a multi-
plied and protracted litigation. Now although I think I
see clear sky ahead, yet the uncertainties of the law keep
it yet clouded about me, and I fear on my own family's
account to incur expense but for absolute necessaries. I
have been in want of many conveniences, especially in
buildings about me, and have at this moment builders
employed in building for whose services I have been
gradually accumulating a little fund sufficient for that
purpose. I have not cash for the purpose of purchasing
pictures of any kind; alas! my dear Sir, the very name of
pictures produces a sadness of heart I cannot describe.
Painting has been a smiling mistress to many, but she has
been a cruel jilt to me. I did not abandon her; she aban-
doned me. I have taken scarcely any interest in paintingsh man hoping to
